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may be tested the accuracy of the conceptions
derived from them, sufficiently for all practi-
cal purposes. A man will equally avoid
walking over a precipice, and is logically as
consistent in avoiding it, whether he regard
the precipice as a real thing, or as a mere
phenomenon. But in the province of theo-
logy this is not the case. We have no im-
mediate intuition of the Divine attributes,
even as phenomena ; we only infer their
existence and nature from certain similar
attributes of which we are immediately con-
scious in ourselves. And hence arises the
question, How far does the similarity extend,
and to what extent is the accuracy of our
conceptions guaranteed by the intuition, not
of the object to be conceived, but of some-
thing more or less nearly resembling it? But
this is not all. Our knowledge of God, ori-